Local Interconnection Service (LIS) Mid Span Meet Point of Interconnection (POI) 

Interconnection Agreements allow for a negotiated POI midway between you and Qwest.  A Mid Span Meet POI (MSMP) establishes a physical location where Qwest’s network is connected to your network to provide transport for LIS or Wireless Type II trunk groups. The Point of Interface is in Qwest’s Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier (ILEC) 14-state local service territory.  Each provider has the operational responsibility for their portion of the shared facility and for the equipment provided on their side of the POI. 
To get started, you need to furnish a network drawing of your proposal to your Qwest Service Manager. Normally a meeting is necessary to determine the appropriate MSMP arrangements and mutually agreeable termination points. Your Qwest Service Manager should be contacted to arrange a meeting between you and representatives from Qwest.

There are three MSMP arrangements: (See exception notice for Arizona, Colorado and Washington, below)

· You use an affiliate ILEC’s switch that has been partitioned with a portion dedicated to you.

In this instance, you request the use of Qwest and an affiliate ILEC existing facilities.  A new LIS trunk group is necessary.  A T1U/T1UZF facility designation is named by Qwest Network Engineering which identifies each channel of the existing shared facility that will be used for the new trunk group.  You provide a Letter of Authorization (LOA) from the ILEC to Qwest.  An Access Customer Terminal Location (ACTL) for your equipment is named at the Qwest office where the existing shared facility terminates.  The T1U/T1UZF facility will be referenced on the design of the facility for the LIS trunks.  If you request one-way trunking, there must be sufficient facilities for Qwest to build one-way trunking to you.   Qwest engineering will work with you to verify whether or not adequate facilities are available. 










· You request a new MSMP in the Qwest Serving Wire Center (SWC) boundary.

The Qwest SWC is generally the Qwest central office building nearest your POI/switch.  Qwest will establish a MSMP with you approximately halfway between your POI/switch and the Qwest SWC.  Qwest may not be willing to negotiate such an arrangement if you and Qwest do not share equally in the cost of establishing the new MSMP facility.  When Qwest agrees to the MSMP request, your Qwest Service Manager will contact you within 25 business days.  You need to sign a “Letter of Acceptance” to authorize Qwest to start the MSMP construction which is provided to you by your Qwest Service Manager.  If Qwest does not approve the MSMP proposal, your Qwest Service Manager may suggest alternative interconnection arrangements to you.






· You request a MSMP arrangement within Qwest’s ILEC territory that is outside of your Qwest SWC boundary.

The Qwest SWC is generally the Qwest central office building nearest to your POI/switch.  Qwest will establish a MSMP with you approximately halfway between your POI/switch and any Qwest Wire Center (WC) in the LATA.  Qwest will meet with you and negotiate an entrance into a Qwest WC near the mid-point of the span or at another technically feasible access point within Qwest’s ILEC territory.  Qwest may not be willing to negotiate such an arrangement if you and Qwest do not share equally in the cost of establishing the MSMP.  When Qwest agrees to the MSMP proposal, your Qwest Service Manager will contact you within 25 business days. You need to sign a “Letter of Acceptance” to authorize Qwest to start the MSMP construction which is provided to you by your Qwest Service Manager.  If Qwest does not approve of the MSMP proposal, your Qwest Service Manager may suggest alternative interconnection arrangements to you.










Arizona, Colorado and Washington Exception Notice:

In Arizona, Colorado and Washington four separate fiber MSMP options are available.  The option chosen must be mutually acceptable by both parties before implementation.  Available options include:

· Joint Meet – 50% Build  

Four fibers from each provider terminating at a mutually agreed upon POI location with approximately a 50% - 50% build.  The fibers terminate at a Fiber Distribution Frame (FDF) at this MSMP.  Each provider will supply their mutually agreed upon fiber termination equipment at their location. Each provider is responsible for their own cost and maintenance to the POI location.

· CLEC Fiber Build 

You supply the four fibers to a mutually agreed upon vault/manhole location outside the Qwest tandem or end office. You must provide enough extra cable to allow Qwest to extend the fiber to a FDF in the tandem or end office. Each provider will supply their mutually agreed upon fiber termination equipment at their location. Each provider is responsible for their own cost and maintenance from the agreed upon vault/manhole.

· Qwest Fiber Build  

Qwest will supply four fibers to a mutually agreed upon vault/manhole outside your location (POI/switch).  Qwest will provide enough extra cable to allow you to extend the fiber to a FDF in your location (POI/switch). Each provider must supply their mutually agreed upon fiber termination equipment at their location (POI/switch).  Each provider is responsible for their own cost and maintenance from the agreed upon vault/manhole.

· Joint Build – 100%

This option is a combination of the three above.  Each provider constructs fiber to the other provider’s agreed upon vault/manhole allowing extra cable to allow each provider to extend the fiber to the FDF.  You must provide two fibers to the Qwest vault/manhole outside the tandem or end office.  Qwest would also provide two fibers to the CLEC’s manhole outside your location (POI/switch).  Each provider must supply their mutually agreed upon fiber termination equipment at their location and each provider is responsible for their own cost and maintenance from the agreed upon vault/manholes.

In all states except Arizona, Colorado and Washington, you should initiate your request for one of the above options using the Bona Fide Request (BFR) process. 

If you are interested in one of the MSMP options in Arizona, Colorado or Washington you should contact your Qwest Service Manager to coordinate a meeting to identify a mutually agreed upon interconnection arrangement.  
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