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14 . Acronyms/Glossary 
14.1 
Acronyms 

	A & M (LA) (rating) 
	A product rating: Additions and Modifications only (Limited Availability) 

	A / D 
	Analog to Digital Conversion 

	ABC 
	Area Bus Centers 

	AC / ac 
	Alternating current 

	ACD 
	Automatic Call Distributor 

	ACEF 
	Auxiliary Cable Entrance Facility 

	ACEG 
	Alternating Current Equipment Ground 

	ACFT 
	Analog Carrier Facilities Terminal 

	ACO 
	Alarm Cut - Off 

	AFT 
	Analog Facilities Terminal 

	AMA 
	Automatic Message Announcement 

	AML 
	Actual Measured Loss (on a circuit) 

	ANSI 
	American National Standards Institute 

	ASTM 
	American Society for Testing Materials 

	AWG 
	American Wire Gauge 

	AXE 
	Ericsson Family of Switching Systems 

	BAT 
	Battery (on a circuit) 

	BDB 
	Battery Distribution Boards 

	BDCBB
	Battery Distribution Circuit Breaker Board

	BDFB 
	Battery Distribution Fuse Board 

	BELLCORE 
	Bell Communications Research (obsolete), now known as Telcordia 

	BIS 
	Business Information Systems (obsolete) 

	BISCUS/FACS 
	Business Information Systems – Customer Service Facilities Assignment and Control System. (obsolete) 

	BNC 
	Bayonet-Type Connector 

	BOC 
	1) Bell Operating Company, 2) Building–Out Capacity (on the circuit) 

	BQC 
	Bifurcated Quick Clip 

	BSP 
	Bell System Practice (obsolete) 

	BWW 
	Bifurcated Wire Wrap 

	CB 
	Channel Bank 

	CC 
	Command Control 

	CCB 
	Circuit Concentrator Bay (discontinued) 

	CCITT 
	International Telephone and Telegraph Consulting Committee (obsolete) 

	CCO 
	Circuit Control Office (on an order) 

	CCR 
	Command Control Return 

	CD 
	Circuit Description (on an order) 

	CDF 
	Combination Distributing Frame 

	CDO 
	Community Dial Office (discontinued) 

	CEF 
	Cable Entrance Facility 

	CENTREX 
	Centralized Exchange for Business Customer Services 

	CEPT 
	European Conference of Postal and Telecommunications Administrations 

	CEU 
	Current Estimated Usage, a CFAS Switch Traffic Parameter (discontinued) 

	CEV 
	Controlled Environment Vault 

	CFAS 
	Computerized Frame Administration System ((discontinued)) 

	CHAN 
	Channel (on an order) 

	CLEI 
	Common Language Equipment Identifier 

	CLR 
	Circuit Layout Record (on an order) 

	CMDF 
	Combined Main Distributing Frame (obsolete functional frame type) 

	CO 
	Central Office 

	CO GRD 
	Central Office Ground 

	COE 
	Central Office Equipment 

	COEE 
	Central Office Equipment Engineer (obsolete) 

	COSMIC 
	Common Systems Main Interconnecting Frame System 

	COSMOS 
	Computer System For Main Frame Operations (discontinued) 

	COT 
	(1) Central Office terminal (2) Central Office technician 

	CP 
	1) Cable / Pair, 2) Capacity Provisioning 

	CPE 
	Customer Premise Equipment 

	CREG 
	Concentrated Range Extender with Gain 

	CRF 
	Cable Rearrangement Facility 

	CRMS 
	An AT&T Cable Routing and Measuring System (discontinued) 

	CSPEC 
	Common Systems Planning and Engineering Center 

	CTLENS (DIP) 
	Cut Through Line Equipment (same as DIP- Dedicated Inside Plant) 

	CXR 
	Carrier 

	D4 
	D4 Channel Bank 

	DA (MD) (rating) 
	A product rating: Discontinued Availability (previously MD- Manufacture Discontinued) 

	DACS 
	Digital Access Cross Connect System 

	DAS 
	Digital Access Switch 

	DATS 
	Digital Access Test Set 

	dB 
	Decibel 

	DC / dc 
	Direct Current 

	DCFT 
	Digital Carrier Facilities Terminal 

	DCLU 
	Digital Carrier Line Unit 

	DCO 
	Digital Central Office 

	DCS 
	Digital Cross-Connect System 

	DCT 
	Digital Carrier Trunk Frame 

	DD 
	Due Date (on an order) 

	DDD 
	Direct Distance Dialing 

	DDS 
	Digital Data System 

	DF 
	Distribution Frame 

	DFS 
	Distributing Frame System 

	DFSPM 
	Distributing Frame Systems Products Manual 

	DFT 
	Digital Facilities Terminal 

	DFW 
	Distributing Frame Wire 

	DIP (CTLENS) 
	Dedicated Inside Plant (same as Cut Through Line Equipment) 

	DLC 
	Digital Loop Carrier 

	DLL 
	Dial Long Lines 

	DMS 
	Northern Telecom Family of Switching Systems 

	DP 
	Dial Pulsing 

	DS 
	Digital Signal 

	DSLPDF 
	Double-Sided Low Profile Distributing Frame 

	DSX 
	Digital System Cross-Connect 

	DSX 
	Digital Cross Connect 

	DT 
	1) Distant Terminal; 2) Type of Distributing Frame cross-connect (jumper) wire; 3) Dial Tone (on an order) 

	DVA 
	Designed, Verified, Assigned (on an order) 

	ED 
	Equipment Drawing 

	EDE 
	Electronic Distributing Frame (discontinued) 

	EF&I 
	Engineer, Furnish, and Install 

	EIA 
	Electronic Industries Association 

	EIM 
	Engineering Information Memorandum (obsolete) 

	EMI 
	ElectroMagnetic Interference 

	EML 
	Expected Measured Loss (in a circuit) 

	EMS 
	Equivalent Main Stations 

	EMT 
	Electrical Metallic Tubing 

	EPA 
	Environmental Protection Agency 

	
	

	EPO 
	Emergency Power Off 

	ERL 
	Echo return Loss (in a circuit) 

	ESD 
	Electro Static Discharge 

	ESDC 
	Electro Static Discharge Control 

	ESS 
	Electronic Switching Systems (discontinued) 

	EWSD 
	Siemens Family of Digital Electronic Switching Systems (discontinued) 

	FB 
	Fuse Bay 

	FCC 
	1) Frame Control Center (on an order); 2) Federal Communications Commission 

	FCD 
	Frame Continuity date (on an order) 

	FDF 
	Fiber Distributing Facility / Frame 

	FDP 
	Fiber Distributing Panel 

	FLM 
	Fiber Optic Multiplexer 

	FMUX 
	Fiber Multiplexer 

	FPD 
	Floor Plan Data 

	FPDS 
	Floor Plan Data Sheets (discontinued) 

	FPS 
	Fiber Protection Systems 

	FR 
	Frame (on an order) 

	FSF 
	Fiber Splice Facility / Frame 

	FX 
	Foreign Exchange (on an order) 

	GA (rating) 
	A product rating: General Availability (replaced AT&T Standard rating) 

	Gb 
	Gigabit (one billion bits) 

	GDF 
	Group Distributing Frame (obsolete functional frame type) 

	GRD 
	Ground 

	GTD 
	GTE Family of Switching Systems (discontinued) 

	HDF / HMDF 
	Horizontal (Shelf) Side of the Conventional DF (Compare with (VDF/VMDF) (discontinued terminology) 

	HFCP 
	High Frequency Cable Pair 

	HFDF 
	High Frequency Distributing Frame (obsolete functional frame type) 

	HVAC 
	Heating, Ventilating and Air Conditioning 

	ICB 
	Inter-Connection Bay (discontinued) 

	ID 
	Identification / Identifier 

	IDC 
	Insulation Displacement Clip (Quick Clip) Terminal Type 

	IDF 
	Intermediate Distributing Frame 

	IEC 
	International Electro-technology Commission 

	IO 
	Inter-Office 

	IPF 
	Indiana Publication Center (obsolete) 

	IPVC 
	Irradiated Polyvinyl Chloride 

	ISDN 
	Integrated Services Digital Network 

	ISLU 
	Integrated Services Line Unit (5ESS Switch product) 

	Kb 
	Kilobit (one thousand bits) 

	LA (rating) 
	A product rating: Limited Availability (for Additions and Modifications only) 

	LAN 
	Local Area Network 

	LATA 
	Local Access Transport Area 

	LCAM
	Life Cycle Asset Manager

	LCIE 
	Lightguide Cable Interconnection Equipment 

	LCR 
	Line Concentration Ratio 

	LDS 
	Lightguide Distribution System (AT&T’s LGX DF) (discontinued) 

	LE 
	Line Equipment 

	LEC 
	Local Exchange Carrier / Company 

	LED 
	Light-Emitting Diode 

	LET 
	Line Equipment Transfer 

	LG 
	Lightguide 

	LGX 
	Lightguide Cross-connect Frame (trademark for AT&T fiber Distributing Frame) (discontinued) 

	LIU 
	Line Interface Unit 

	LMDF 
	Lightguide Main Distributing Frame (discontinued) 

	LNI 
	Line Network Interface 

	LOIS 
	Location Oriented Identification System (used in Modular Frame mechanized assignments) 

	LPCDF 
	Low Profile Conventional Distributing Frame 

	LPDPF 
	Low Profile Double-sided Protector Frame (discontinued) 

	LPDSPF 
	Low Profile Double-Sided Protector Frame (replaced by LPDPF) (discontinued) 

	LSCIE 
	Lightguide Stranded Cable Interconnection Equipment (discontinued) 

	LSS 
	Loop Switching System 

	LST 
	Line Station Transfer 

	LTD 
	Limited 

	LVR 
	Line Voltage Regulator 

	LX 
	Integrated Loop Carrier Switch Interface Equipment 

	Mb 
	Megabit (one million bits) 

	MBPS 
	Megabits per second 

	MC 
	Maintenance Control 

	MCC 
	Maintenance Control Center 

	MD (DA) rating 
	A product rating: - Manufacture Discontinued ( now known as DA-Discontinued Availability 

	MDF 
	Main Distributing Frame 

	ME 
	Miscellaneous Equipment 

	MEDF 
	Miscellaneous Equipment Distributing Frame (obsolete functional frame type) 

	MELD 
	Mechanized Engineering and Layout for Distributing Frames (AT&T’s frame engineering system, now Lucent) 

	MFT 
	Metallic Facilities Terminal 

	MGD 
	Main Ground Bus 

	ML 
	Maintenance Line 

	MLHG 
	Multi Line Hunt Group (obsolete) 

	MLSI 
	Maintenance Line Status Indicator 

	MM 
	Multimode 

	MOD 
	Module 

	MS 
	Main Station (Switched POTS services) 

	MT 
	Message Trunk 

	MUX 
	Digital Multiplexer 

	NBOC 
	Network Building-Out Capacitance 

	NE 
	Network Elements 

	NEBS 
	1) New Equipment Building System; 2) Network Equipment Building System 

	NEC 
	National Electrical Code 

	NEPA 
	National Fire Protection Agency 

	NMA 
	Network Monitoring and Analysis 

	NNX 
	Network Numbering Exchange (telephone number central office prefix) 

	NPA 
	Numbering Plan Area (telephone number Area Code) 

	NPWE 
	Net Present Worth of Expenditures 

	NROC 
	Network Reliability Operations Center 

	OCO 
	Order Control Office 

	OCRF 
	Optical Cable Rearrangement Facility 

	OFCP 
	Optical Fiber Conductive Plenum 

	OFCR 
	Optical Fiber Conductive Riser 

	OFNP 
	Optical Fiber Non-Conductive Plenum 

	OFNR 
	Optical Fiber Non-Conductive Riser 

	OPGP 
	Office Principle Ground Point 

	OPGPB 
	Office Principle Ground Point Bus 

	OPS 
	Off Premises Station (on an order) 

	OPX 
	Off Premises Extension (on an order) 

	ORB 
	Office Repeater Bay 

	OS 
	Operating System 

	OSS 
	Operations Support Systems 

	OSHA 
	Occupational Safety and Health Administration (Act) 

	OSP 
	Outside Plant 

	OSS 
	Operational Support Systems 

	OTC 
	Operating Telephone Company (pre-divestiture 1984) 

	OW 
	Order Wire 

	P&CE 
	AT-9049 PF Protector and Cable Enclosure (discontinued) 

	PACE 
	Programs for Arrangement of Cables and Equipment (discontinued) 

	PBX 
	Private Branch Exchange 

	PCO 
	Plant Assignment Office (on an order) 

	PDC
	Power Distribution Board (DMS Switch)

	PDFB 
	Power Distribution Fuse Boards 

	PDS 
	Premises Distribution System (discontinued) 

	PE 
	Polyethylene 

	PEG 
	Planning and Engineering Guidelines 

	PF 
	Protector Frame 

	PGS 
	Pair Gain System 

	PICS
	Plug-In Inventory Control System

	PLR 
	Pulse Link Repeater (discontinued) 

	PM 
	Performance Monitoring 

	POI 
	Point of Interface 

	POTS 
	Plain Old Telephone Service 

	PROT 
	Protector / Protection 

	PSMC 
	Power Systems Monitor Controller 

	PTD 
	Plant test Date (on an order) 

	PVC 
	Polyvinyl Chloride 

	PVC CBL 
	Polyvinyl Chloride, Cotton, Braid, Lacquered 

	PVC CL 
	Polyvinyl Chloride, Cotton and Lacquered 

	PWB 
	Printed Wiring Board 

	QCX 
	Quick Connect Cross-Connect Bay (discontinued) 

	R 
	1) Ring conductor (of a Tip and Ring pair of wires), 2) Receive (path in a circuit) 

	RBOC 
	Regional Bell Operating Company 

	REC / RCV 
	Receive 

	REG 
	Range Extender with Gain 

	RISLU 
	Remote Integrated Services (ISDN) Line Unit 

	RL 
	Return Loss (in a circuit) 

	R.O.W
	Right Of Way

	RR 
	Relay Rack (an equipment bay / frame) 

	RSM 
	Remote Switch Module 

	SCC 
	Switching Control Center 

	SI 
	Status Indicator 

	SIR 
	Status Indicator Return 

	SLC 
	Subscriber Loop Carrier 

	SPCS 
	Stored Program Control System 

	SXS 
	Step-By-Step 

	UL 
	Underwriter’s Laboratories 

	UPS 
	Uninterruptible Power Supply 


14.2 
Glossary

	Analog Carrier Facilities Terminal (ACFT) (discontinued) 
	An analog carrier terminal that provides transmission and signaling functions by means of plug-in units. 

	Analog Facilities Terminal (AFT) 
	An analog carrier terminal that provides transmission and signaling functions by means of plug-in units. 

	AT Specification 
	AT&T Specification for Outside Plant product manufactured by other suppliers (discontinued) 

	Attenuation 
	The loss of energy of a signal 

	Auxiliary Cable Entrance facility (ACEF) 
	Secondary cable splicing facility between the CEF and a DF. 

	Back Tap 
	A DF jumper connected at one end to a termination on which another jumper already exists and at the other end to a new facility or equipment. Upon removal of the original jumper, the second jumper provides a new circuit configuration. (a.k.a. half-tap) 

	Bay 
	(1) DF apparatus mounting space between adjacent framework elements. A horizontal bay is the space on a shelf between adjacent verticals. (2) A modular framework partially/fully enclosed by sheet metal panels. 

	Bifurcated 
	A terminal, quick clip or wire wrap, with provisions for connecting two conductors. Used to provide the ability to back tap, or half tap. 

	Blocked-in layout 
	A DF termination pattern that locates all terminations from a given equipment or facility in close proximity. 

	Bridge Lifter 
	A device used in circuits with two or more facilities to reduce signal loss/noise (e.g. as for party service). Most can be replaced by Mini bridge lifter coils (voltage protection units placed in the connector block). 

	Bridge Tap 
	Splicing into an existing circuit, generally to add additional, permanent. branch(es) (compare with Half-Tap) 

	Bridged Circuit 
	A circuit with two or more facilities. 

	Building Cable 
	A cable with a protective fire-retardant sheath that is typically recommended for use in buildings. 

	Cable Duct 
	A single pipe, tube, or conduit through which cables can be passed. 

	Cable Entrance Facility (CEF) 
	The location in a wire center (Central office) where the OSP (outside plant) cables enter the building and are spliced to interior cabling. (a.k.a. cable vault) 

	Cable Mining 
	Systematic removal of dead/unused cable from the building cable distribution systems (racks, ducts, risers, etc…) 

	Cable Riser 
	The opening or slot in the building floor or wall for cable passage. 

	Cable Throw (Cable Transfer) 
	The transfer of a working circuit from one cable pair to another cable pair. 

	Capacitance 
	The build up or storage of electrical charge between conductors separated by insulating material. Capacitance is represented by the letter C and measured in farads. 

	Carbon Block (discontinued) 
	Small block of carbon used in DF voltage protection units. The breakdown provides a path to ground for voltages over 350 volts. 

	Carrier System 
	A transmission system that electronically stacks one voice message on top of another at the transmitting end and separates them at the receiving end. A system for providing several communication channels over one path. 

	Central Office (C.O. or Wire Center) 
	Historically, a central office referred to a specific switching entity or local switching system. Today it refers to a telephone company building in which a switching system is located and includes other equipment that may be located in such building. (See Wire Center) 

	Central Office Equipment (COE) 
	Electrical, electronic, and mechanical devices located in the wire center. 

	Central Office Terminal (COT) 
	Equipment in the wire center associated with a system. Equipment that provides multiplex/de-multiplex and analog/digital conversion functions at the central office end of a loop T-carrier circuit. The COT may be provisioned to provide line-powering (i.e. interface directly with loop T-carrier) or to interface with a DS1 signal at the DSX. 

	Channel 
	One communication path via a pair of wires, phantom, carrier, or microwave. One circuit. 

	Channel Bank 
	Equipment that provides multiplex / de-multiplex and analog / digital conversion functions, typically for interoffice circuits. 

	Churn 
	The connection, disconnection, and rearrangement activity of cross-connections at a Distributing Frame 

	Circuit 
	An electrical path between two or more points to provide a service. 

	Circuit Concentration Bay (CCB) (discontinued) 
	Interconnection bays (ICB’s) provided in the past by non-Bell System suppliers (non Western Electric) 

	Circuit Transfer 
	A change in a working circuit configuration. On DF’s, new assignments and jumper changes are usually required. 

	Class of Service 
	A sub-grouping of telephone customers based on rate distinctions. 

	Closure 
	A facility used for storing and environmentally sealing copper or fiber cable splices, typically placed in a cable entrance facility or in the outside plant environment. 

	Code 5 
	A wire Center circuit fault code; one of many circuit fault codes, with -05 being attributed to the wire center, and -053 attributed to the Distributing Frame. A series of codes are used to measure service performance across the network. 

	Coils 
	1) Another name for the Voltage Protection Units present in an OSP protected connector block. 2) A number of turns of wire wound around an iron core or onto a form made of insulating material, It offers opposition to AC but little to DC. 

	Combination Distributing Frame (CDF) 
	The Combination Distributing Frame is a functional frame type within the Distributing Frame Network. Since the frame function is described in terms of the outside plant terminations allocated, it is a DF that terminates both subscriber and trunk cable pairs, as well as all Equipment requiring termination. It is usually the only frame in the office. It is sometimes referred to as a Main Distributing Frame (MDF), or a Combined Main Distributing Frame (CMDF). 

	Combined Main Distributing Frame (CMDF) (obsolete functional frame type) 
	The Combined Main Distributing Frame is a functional frame type within the Distributing Frame Network. Since the frame function is described in terms of the outside plant terminations allocated, it is a DF that terminates both subscriber and trunk cable pairs, along with Test access and Miscellaneous equipment. It is sometimes referred to as a Main Distributing Frame (MDF), or a Combination Distributing Frame (CDF). 

	Community-Dial Office 
	A small dial equipment building that has no resident forces. 

	Compression 
	Replacement of low-density DF termination apparatus with hi-density apparatus to achieve more termination space. 

	Computer System for Mainframe Operations (COSMOS) (discontinued) 
	An automated assignment and record keeping system initially designed by Bell Laboratories (BELLCORE, now known as Telcordia), to assist the BOC’s (Bell Operating Companies) in effectively managing MDF subscriber facilities and equipment POTS circuits. An OSS (Operations Support System) for DF administration, it has been replaced by a system known as SWITCH. 

	COSMIC DF
	Common Systems Main Inter-Connecting Distributing Frame:  A wiring appearance for switching system office equipment (OE or LEN), exchange cable pairs, and tie pairs.

	Concentrated Range Extender with Gain (CREG) (discontinued) 
	A range extender within electronic switching systems. (see range extender) 

	Concentrator 
	Equipment used to reduce a large number of incoming circuit paths to a smaller, limited number of outgoing paths. 

	Connecting apparatus 
	A DF termination apparatus (block) with cross connect features, used to provide cross connect ability for equipment. (also see termination apparatus) 

	Connector apparatus 
	A DF termination apparatus (block) with electrical protection features, used to protect Outside Plant facilities. (also see termination apparatus) 

	Control Leads 
	A set of leads that is associated with monitoring and controlling a device or system. 

	Conventional Distributing Frame 
	A DF Framework hardware type characterized by an open lattice structure of vertical and horizontal iron bar members. 

	COSMOS 
	An automated assignment and record keeping system initially designed by Bell Laboratories to assist BOC’s in effectively managing MDF subscriber facilities and circuits. Originally a Bellcore OSS for DF administration, it has been replaced by the SWITCH database. 

	COSMOS-L (discontinued) 
	A COSMOS system for large wire centers that have multiple cable pair and/or line equipment appearances and complex frame systems. (replaced by SWITCH database) 

	COSMOS-N (discontinued) 
	A COSMOS system for dial administration (replaced by SWITCH database) 

	Cross- Connection 
	A system of connecting equipment to cable by use of a jumper, or short transmission path between two stationary locations on the distributing frame. 

	Crossbar System (XBAR) 
	A switching system using contact spring switches operated by relay controlled horizontal and vertical bars. 

	Crossbar System (XBAR) (discontinued) 
	A switching system using contact spring switches operated by relay controlled horizontal and vertical bars. Replaced by digital switches, none remain in the CenturyLink Network. 

	Cross-connection (X_CONN) 
	A wired connection (paired, triples, or quads) run between terminal apparatus on a distributing frame, also known as a Cross-connect, and commonly referred to as a “jumper” or “jump”. 

	Crosstalk 
	The undesired transference of a signal onto an adjacent signal caused by electromagnetic coupling between physically separated circuits. 

	Cutover 
	Deactivation of old equipment and near simultaneous activation of new, replacement equipment. 

	Data Link 
	A circuit designed to carry digital information, usually by time division multiplex techniques. 

	Dead Jumper 
	Any DF jumper disconnected at one or both ends. (also see floater) 

	Dedicated Inside Plant (DIP) 
	A jumper left connected at termination of service with the intention of reuse by the next customer using the same cable-pair. 

	Dedicated Plant 
	A plan for providing the permanent assignment of cable pairs from a wire center main frame to all residential and (non-key) business locations. 

	Defacto Plan 
	An interim working DF plan for the existing DF network; not based on a DF planning study. 

	DF Administration 
	Daily distributing frame operations management, including assignment. 

	DF Assignment 
	Selection of specific DF facility/equipment terminations for cross-connection to provide a given service/circuit. 

	DF Configuration 
	1) The physical arrangement of a specific DF, typically in terms of its modules, verticals, and lineups. 2) The arrangement of specific Distributing Frame Functional frames to create the Distributing Frame Network. 

	DF Layout 
	The arrangement of facility/equipment terminations on a DF 

	DF Network 
	The Wire Center’s entire complex of all DF’s, the associated tie pairs, and DF terminations allocation viewed as a total interconnection system. 

	DF System 
	The Wire Center’s entire physical DF Network and associated administration. 

	Dial Pulsing (DP) 
	A system of DC pulsing in which the digits are transmitted by the interruption of the dc circuit a number of times, one to ten interruptions corresponding to the digits “1’ through “0” on the phone dial. 

	Dial Tone (DT) 
	A tone used dial telephone systems to indicate that the equipment is ready for the dialing operation. This tone is 600 Hz modulated by 120 Hz when supplied by a tone alternator of 133 Hz when supplied by an interrupter. The modulating frequency gives this tone its low-pitched sound. Interrupted low tone is used for line busy reorder, and “no circuit tone” signals reached by the customer. 

	Digital Cableway 
	A type of cable pathway typically utilized with AT&T transmission equipment that may be adapted for use with the LGX distributing frame. (discontinued) 

	Digital Carrier Facilities Terminal (DCFT) 
	A digital carrier terminal that combines digital carrier transmission and signaling functions into one unit per digital carrier line including digital banks. 

	Digital Carrier Transmission Facilities (DCTF) 
	Facilities used to transmit digital signals in both the loop and interoffice plant. Repeaters, which provide signal equalization and regeneration, are deployed at regular intervals. T-Carrier was the popular short-haul digital transmission facility. 

	Digital Carrier Trunk Frame (DCT) 
	A T-Carrier message trunk system that merges switching and transmission functions into a three bay framework that bypasses the switching trunk frame and the required IDF. 

	Digital Data System (DDS) 
	A nationwide private line synchronous data communications network formed by interconnecting digital transmission facilities and providing special maintenance and capabilities. 

	Digital Loop Carrier (DLC) 
	A T-Carrier System used in loop applications 

	Digital Signal (DS) 
	One of several transmission rates in the time-division multiplex hierarchy. 

	Digital Signal Cross-Connect (DSX) 
	A centralized termination, interconnection, and test point for digital equipment at a particular digital signal bit rate. 

	Digital Switch 
	A time division electronic switching system (e.g. 5ESS) 

	Di-group 
	A digitally multiplexed group of 24 voice channels. 

	Direct Distance Dial (DDD) Network 
	All Telephone equipment and facilities used to permit customers to dial their own long distance (Toll) calls. 

	Direct Ties 
	Multiple frame lineup tie linkage cabled directly between lineups (does not use a separate TPDF or IDF) 

	Disconnection 
	De-energizing or disabling an electrical circuit by the removal of one or more components. 

	Distributing Frame (DF) 
	A frame dedicated for cross-connect functions. 

	Distributing Ring 
	Insulated metal ring used to contain and route jumper wires or cable conductors of DF’s. 

	Double-Sided Low Profile Distributing Frame (DSLPDF) 
	A NEBS compatible low-height (8 to 9 feet) double-sided conventional DF which may be used for any approved Functional Frame application. Most commonly exists in small or intermediate offices as a CDF, and intermediate or larger offices as an MDF, TMDF, or IDF (SDDF, ICDF). The conventional SMDF function is obsolete. 

	DSX 
	A family of bay-type distributing frames that provide for digital system facility/equipment cross-connections. 

	DT-type wire 
	DF jumper wire with slick insulation and smaller diameter. (replaced U-type cotton covered DF wire) 

	Electromechanical Switching Equipment 
	Switching systems that employ electromechanical devices to perform the base switching functions (e.g. SXS (step-by-step). Replaced by digital switches, none remain in the CenturyLink Network. 

	Electronic Switching Systems 
	Switching systems that use solid state devices. Replaced by digital switches, none remain in the CenturyLink Network. 

	End Guard 
	Protective finishing member attached to ends of installed framework. 

	Equipment 
	Wire center systems/technology commonly restricted to those providing switching and signaling functions. 

	Equipment Frame 
	A frame primarily for mounting electronic or electromechanical devices 

	Equivalent Main Station (EMS) 
	Non POTS switched services 

	Equivalent Pairs 
	The number of physical pairs associated with a certain type of facility or equipment requiring termination outside the system. 

	ESS Modular DF 
	A single sided DF characterized by modules of terminal blocks mounted in vertical arrangements. Installed in conjunction with the first ESS Switching systems. 

	Exchange Area 
	The territory within which telephone service is provided without toll charges (long distance) and covered by a specific rate basis (local calling area) 

	Exchange Cable 
	A paired cable principally for connecting the customer (subscriber) premises to a wire center (central office). 

	Express Trough (Trough) 
	Horizontal Space for the running of long jumpers on Modular DF’s and Single-Sided Low Profile Conventional Distributing Frames. 

	Facilities 
	Any one of the elements of physical telephone plant that are needed to provide service, commonly restricted to transmission facilities. 

	Fanning Strip 
	A narrow strip with holes or slots through which cross-connecting wires can be routed for orderly termination on a given piece of termination apparatus. 

	Fiber Distribution Frame 
	A generic term used to describe a cross-connection / interconnection Fiber distributing frame that can easily accommodate large numbers of optical fibers (e.g. LGX, FDF, NGF, NG3 type frames) 

	Fiber Protection System (FPS)
	An approved type of  cable support structure sometimes referred to as fiber duct and used for fiber cables only.

	Fiber Splice Frame
	A generic term used to describe the point at which outside plant or Indoor/Outdoor rated fiber cable is transitioned to low smoke indoor cable. 

	Fill 
	Ratio of working terminations to total terminated (e.g. OSP fill, LE fill) 

	Floater 
	A jumper disconnected on both ends. (also see dead jumper) 

	Frame 
	The entire framework, together with the apparatus and equipment that have been mounted on it. 

	Frame Force 
	Operations personnel who administer and maintain the DF Network. 

	Frame Maps 
	Frame Monitoring and Planning System (discontinued) 

	Frame Mask 
	A block diagram of present and future placement of fiber cables and equipment on the fiber frame panels 

	Frame Zoning 
	Division of the frame mounting space into two or more layout and/or assignment zones. 

	Framework 
	A bare structure composed of mounting uprights, a base assembly, and a top member for support. 

	Functional Frames 
	DF applications which are distinguished by the presence and types of OSP terminations on the frame (e.g. MDF, SMDF, TMDF, IDF) 

	Fundamental Planner 
	A long-range planner who performs fundamental planning. 

	Fundamental Planning 
	A systematic long-range planning process characterized by design and objective evaluation of alternative plans. (a.k.a. Comprehensive Planning) 

	Gauge 
	Gauge is the size of wire. It is represented by a number such as 24 or 26.The larger the number, the smaller the size of wire and the smaller the wire, the more resistance it provides. 

	Generic DF Networks 
	A few, similar classes of common DF networks used in most wire centers (common configurations) 

	Grounding 
	An engineered low impedance path from equipment chassis or framework to the structure driven ground. 

	Guard Rails 
	Protective railings installed at the base of frameworks. 

	H drawing 
	Engineering Method of Procedures or Equipment Specifications produced by AT&T Network Systems Engineering Centers (discontinued) 

	Half-Tap 
	Splicing into an existing circuit for in-service relocation; original branch is customarily removed (un-bridged) after relocation is completed. (compare with Bridge-Tap) 

	Heat Coil 
	A protective device, inserted at the connector block, and used in series with the line at the Main Distributing Frame (or the associated Protector Frame), which operates to open and ground the line if excess current flows. (a.k.a. Voltage Protection Unit) 

	High-Frequency Cable Pair (HFCP) 
	A cable pair used in the multiplexed portion of a circuit carrying more than one channel. 

	High-Frequency Distributing Frame (HFDF) 
	A functional IDF dedicated to termination of high frequency (or modulated) circuit facilities. 

	Impedance 
	The combined effect of resistance, capacitance, and inductance in a circuit. Impedance is represented by the letter Z and measured in Ohms. 

	Incremental Growth 
	The ability to increase the termination capacity of an installation in an incremental fashion. 

	Incremental Planning 
	Recurring short-range planning characterized by frequent small equipment additions and no long-range plans. 

	Indiana Publication Center (IPC) 
	Western Electric (WECO) facility that used to inventory and distribute major Bell System Documents and Bell System Publications (BSP’s). 

	Inductance 
	In a circuit, the property which opposes any change in the existing current. 

	Integrated Carrier 
	Switching system equipment that provides the functions of separate carrier terminals. 

	Integrated Ground 
	An engineered path to ground that may have several branches. Usually found in toll areas of the telecommunications structure. 

	Interconnection 
	A system of connecting equipment to cable by connecting the equipment cable directly to the fiber. The cable has a stationary 

	Interbay Management Panel (IMP)
	Normally a 5 inch spacer equipped with fiber management dowels attached to the face of a space filler panel.  Commonly used between equipment bays to provide fiber slack storage.

	Inter-Connection Bay (ICB) 
	General term for the entire class of small bay-like distributing frames. It includes CCB (Circuit Concentration Bay) and QCX (Quick Connect Cross-connect Bay) (discontinued) 

	Inter-Frame Tie Pairs 
	Tie pairs joining separate Functional Distributing Frames within the DF Network. 

	Intermediate Distributing Frame (IDF) 
	The Intermediate Distributing Frame is a functional frame type within the Distributing Frame Network. Since the frame function is described in terms of the outside plant terminations allocated, it is the DF function without OSP cable terminations. 

	Inter-Wire Center Special Service circuit (Inter-office) 
	Any special service circuit with physical connections in two or more wire centers. (originating and terminating through more than one Central Office) 

	Inter-Zone Jumpers 
	Jumpers connecting two terminals located in two different frame assignment zones. Also known as long jumpers. 

	Intra-Frame Tie Pairs 
	Tie pairs joining separate regions of the same Functional Distributing Frame within the DF Network, most often used in multi-lineup Modular SMDF complexes, but can be found on long conventional frames or long modular single lineups. 

	Intra-Wire Center Special Service circuit (Intra-Office) 
	Any Special service circuit that is completely connected within one wire center’s exchange area. (originating and terminating through the same Central Office) 

	Intra-Zone Jumpers 
	Jumpers connecting two terminals located in the same frame assignment zone. Also known as short jumpers. 

	IO (Inter-Office) 
	Associated facilities / equipment, circuits between Central Offices. (compare with LOOP) 

	Isolated Ground 
	An engineered single path to ground from an equipment system or switch. Does not refer to the splitting of ground and neutral leads in commercial AC circuits. 

	Jumper 
	A wired connection (paired, triples, or quads) run between terminal apparatus on a distributing frame to establish circuits. Also known as a “jump”, functionally known as a “cross-connection” or “cross-connect”. 

	Jumper Pileup 
	The number of jumpers passing through a specific cross-section of a frame or shelf. 

	KS Specification 
	AT&T Specification for Inside Plant product manufactured by other suppliers (discontinued) 

	Lead Absorption 
	Practice of using IDF’s to terminate all equipment leads, and then routing them onto MDF’s in smaller subsets via tie pairs to create reduced termination space requirements. Associated with electromechanical and electronic switching machines. 

	Lead Groups 
	The categorization of equipment leads according to their function. (i.e. signaling leads). Associated with electromechanical and electronic switching machines. 

	Leakage Rate 
	The fraction of jumpers that originate but do not terminate in an assignment zone. 

	Level 
	An expression of electrical or sound power expressed in decibels (dB) above or below some point of reference 

	Life Cycle Asset Manager (LCAM)
	Web based application that manages spare and installed network electronics equipment.

	Lightguide 
	Used to describe AT&T fiber optic media products including cable, connectors, and interconnection devices. 

	Light wave 
	Particles of light known as photons raveling in waves. The length of the waves determines the light’s color, speed, and behavior in a Lightguide. 

	Line 
	Any type of circuit terminated in a telephone (or equivalent) at one end and a switching machine at the other end. The term line can be applied to any type of service when at least one terminal of the circuit cannot connect to any other circuit. 

	Line Equipment (LE) 
	1) The customer side of a switching entity, 2) Switch equipment associated with loop subscriber lines. 

	Line Equipment Transfer (LET) 
	A systematic change of a subscriber’s line equipment 

	Line Station Transfer (LST) 
	A systematic change of a subscriber’s cable pair. 

	Lineup 
	A row or line of framework modules or verticals in a building. 

	Load Balancing 
	The process of assigning line equipment to customers so as to maintain a proper distribution and balance of traffic in a switching system. 

	Load Coils (Load Pots) 
	Inductance coils arranged at designated intervals to balance transmission characteristics of the voice frequencies 300 Hz to 3200 Hz. 

	Loaded Cable 
	Cable designed with Load coils at designated intervals to balance transmission characteristics of the voice frequencies 300 Hz to 3200 Hz. 

	Local Channel 
	The cable, or the outside wire, used to connect the serving Central Office to the customer location. 

	Local Switches 
	End Office (class 5) switching systems to which customer loops or lines are connected. 

	Long Jumper 
	A cross-connect that runs between two separate frame bays, modules, or zones that are not adjacent. 

	Long Range Planner 
	Same as Fundamental Planner. 

	LOOP 
	1) The facility that connects a subscriber to a Central Office Exchange, usually a metallic circuit. 2) Facilities domain between a central office and its served customers. (compare with IO) 

	Loop Switching System (LSS) 
	A remote voice frequency switching system not normally located in class 5 wire centers. (discontinued) 

	Loss 
	The decrease in energy, expressed in dB, between two points in a circuit. 

	Low Profile Conventional Distributing Frame (LPCDF) 
	A NEBS compatible low-height (8 to 9 feet) conventional DF 

	Low Profile Double-Sided Protector Frame (LPDPF) 
	A NEBS compatible double-sided, conventional protector frame. (discontinued) 

	Main Distributing Frame (MDF) 
	The Main Distributing Frame is a functional frame type within the Distributing Frame Network. Since the frame function is described in terms of the outside plant terminations allocated, it is a DF that terminates subscriber cable pairs, along with test access and miscellaneous equipment. It is sometimes referred to as a Combined Main Distributing Frame (CMDF), or a Combination Distributing Frame (CDF). 

	Main Frame Fill 
	The ratio of cable pairs in use at the mainframe to the total number of pairs terminated. 

	Main Station (MS) 
	Switched POTS service 

	Marker Lead 
	Equipment lead(s) associated with status or control support. Associated with electromechanical switching machines (discontinued) 

	Mechanized Assignment 
	Assignment logic provided by a computer system(s) 

	Mechanized Engineering and Layout for Distributing Frames (MELD) 
	AT&T’s frame engineering system, now supported by Lucent Technologies, is used for mechanized engineering of the Modular COSMIC SMDF. 

	Message trunk (MT) 
	A circuit connecting two switching entities. 

	Metallic Facilities Terminal (MFT) 
	A voice frequency terminal that combines voice frequency transmission and signaling functions in one unit. 

	Miscellaneous Equipment (ME) 
	Combined term for types of signaling and conditioning equipment terminated on DF’s, such as bridge lifters, echo suppressors, MFT’s, etc. 

	Modular Distributing Frame 
	A DF Framework hardware type, usually single sided, characterized by shelves contained in sheet metal type modules with an alternating pattern of termination zones. 

	Multiplexing 
	The process of combining a number of channels into/onto a single, special channel for transmission. 

	N-Carrier 
	Analog transmission system designed for short haul (up to 200 miles) on paired wires. 

	Network 
	A planned path that allows one element to be connected to another 

	Network Element (NE)
	A term used to describe a specific type of electronic equipment located in the network that interfaces with other equipment or systems.

	Network Facility
	A telephone company building in which network equipment is located. 

	Network Reliability Operations Center (NROC)
	The Network Reliability Operations Center (NROC) are responsible for alarm monitoring and overall network reliability within CenturyLink.

	New Equipment-Building System Standards (NEBS) 
	Spatial and Environmental requirements for design and installation planning of new equipment systems to be located in wire centers. 

	NNX Code (Network Numbering Exchange) 
	The first three digits of the telephone number (the central office code). 

	Non-Loaded Cable (NL) 
	Cable with no Load coils to balance the transmission characteristics of the voice frequency. 

	Off-Hook 
	The condition that indicates the active state (loop closed) of a station line or other circuit. When the telephone handset is removed from its switchhook, the loop is closed and the line is said to be in the “off-hook” condition. 

	Office Repeater Bay (ORB) 
	Equipment that provides the interface between a T-carrier circuit and the DSX. It regenerates the incoming signal to the DS-1 (or DS-1C) level, and provides line powering to the outside plant repeaters. 

	Ohm 
	Unit to measure resistance. One ohm is the value of resistance necessary for one volt to maintain one ampere. 

	On-Hook 
	The condition that indicates the idle state (loop open) of a station line or other circuit. When the telephone handset is on its switchhook, the loop is open and the line is said to be in the “on-hook” condition. 

	Operations Systems (OS) 
	Mechanized systems that are designed to support administration, operation and maintenance functions. They maintain records, monitor network growth, and assist in planning, engineering, and assignment. 

	Optical Fibers 
	Fibers through which light may be transmitted with small intensity losses. 

	Order Activity 
	The sum of work orders (company initiated) and service orders (subscriber initiated) generated per unit time. 

	Order Wire (OW) 
	Provides talking facilities between frames or between the C.O. and outside plant locations. 

	Outside Plant (OSP) 
	The part of the telephone system that is located physically outside of the telephone company buildings. 

	Outside Plant Cable 
	Combining term for exchange cable and trunk cable 

	Pads 
	A resistance network of value needed to introduce a specific transmission loss. 

	Pair Gain 
	Reduced exchange cable requirements achieved by the use of multiplexing or concentration technologies. 

	Party Line 
	Two, four, eight, or more customers sharing the same line to the Central Office. 

	Pathways 
	A physical means for routing and holding cable or jumper media. Boundaries for the pathways are formed by retaining devises that control the intended direction and location of the cables and jumpers. 

	Pileup 
	The mass of jumpers or cables passing through a specific cross-section of a frame, shelf, or cable rack. 

	Plain Old Telephone Service (POTS) 
	Voice communication public telephone service provided via switched facilities. 

	Planning Horizon 
	The time interval intended to cover a plan 

	Plug-In Inventory Control System (PICS)
	Controls and reports the acquisition, movement, utilization, repair and retirement of plug-in equipment.

	Point of Interface (POI) 
	The interface between a LEC (Local Exchange Carrier) and a long distance carrier. 

	Preferential Assignment 
	The assignment of facilities and equipment with the objective of short jumper length, in addition to all other assignment considerations. (e.g. load balance, class of service, etc.) 

	Private Branch Exchange (PBX) 
	A private switching system, either manual or dial, usually serving an organization such as a business company or a government agency and usually located on the customer’s premises. 

	Program for Arrangement of Cables and Equipment (PACE) 
	A mechanized layout system used for spreading loop cable, line equipment, and tie cables on the COSMICTM frame. 

	Protector 
	A devise used to prevent damage to lines and equipment caused by dangerously high voltages or currents. The devise may be a sparkgap, varistor, thermistor, etc. The devise usually has a very high resistance to ground until the presence of an abnormal voltage or current causes the resistance to decrease. It will then conduct and eliminate the dangerous condition. 

	Protector Frame 
	A frame that solely provides protected termination for outside plant cable (has no cross-connect capabilities). 

	Quick Connect Cross-Connect Bay (QCX) 
	A type of ICB (interconnect bay) provided by WECO with quick-connect blocks. 

	Random Assignment 
	The process of assigning facilities and equipment without consideration for frame block location. 

	Range Extender with Gain (REG) 
	A solid state circuit package that will permit the extension of conductor loop signaling and transmission for long loops served from a central office. 

	Rehabilitation 
	Reuse of an existing DF using re-termination, compression, additional ironwork and mining techniques. 

	Remote Site 
	An unattended equipment location located outside the wire centers. 

	Remote Switching System (RSS) 
	A remote concentrator-carrier switching system that operates under the control of a host switching system, e.g., digital #5ESS type, digital DMS type, etc.) 

	Remote Terminal (RT) 
	A terminal associated with a system located outside the wire centers. 

	Repeat Coil 
	A coil with two or more windings, each magnetically coupled to all other windings. It is used for the impedance matching of facilities and equipment, simplexing, and isolation. In signaling equipment, repeat coils are used to pass VF (ac) while blocking dc. 

	Repeater 
	A gain devise used to correct distortion or loss of volume in a circuit. 

	Resistance 
	A circuit element designed to offer a predetermined opposition to current. Resistance is measured in ohms. 

	Re-termination 
	Transferring terminated conductors to different termination points, e.g., to achieve a different DF layout. 

	Re-termination block 
	A DF termination apparatus for temporary mounting to simplify re-termination, usually used in conjunction with tandem blocking apparatus. 

	Right Of Way (ROW) 
	Reference made for modular buildings installed over a strip of land over which facilities such as highways, railroad, and telecommunications equipment.

	Riser Cable 
	Large pair, fire retardant cable for vertical distribution of OSP between the CEF and ACEF or CRF (Compare with Stub Cable) 

	Service Horizon 
	The time period over which an equipment, plan, etc. is expected to be viable. 

	Service Order (SO) 
	An order prepared by the telephone operating company at the request of the customer (residence, business, retail, wholesale) to establish a service, change an existing service, or discontinue a service. 

	Sheath 
	The outer covering of a cable, originally lead, but more commonly plastic. 

	Shielded Cable 
	A cable having an electrostatic shield around the pairs and inside the sheath. 

	Shoe (Test Shoe) 
	(1) A plug-in type device which can be clamped to electrified terminals for the purpose of making a temporary test connection. (2) Series test access within a circuit at the DF. 

	Short Jumper 
	A cross-connect which is entirely contained within a single bay / module / zone, or run between two adjacent bays. Short jumpers do not require use of an express trough on modular frames. 

	Signaling 
	The transmission of address (pulsing), supervision, or other switching information between stations and switching systems, including any information required for billing. 

	Single-Sided Low Profile Conventional Distributing Frame (SSLPDF) 
	A NEBS compatible low-height (7 to 8 feet) single-sided conventional DF which may be used for most approved Functional Frame application. Most commonly exists in small offices or remote locations as a CDF, and intermediate or larger offices as an IDF (SDDF). The conventional SMDF function is obsolete. 

	Sleeve 
	A third conductor (c.f. Tip, Ring, Sleeve) usually used for equipment control. (used primarily in the Electromechanical Switching Systems) 

	Span 
	A transmission facility between two Central Offices, or between a Central Office and a remote site. 

	Special Service 
	Any of a variety of switched services, non-switched services, or special rate services, examples of which are PBX, WATS< FX Services and burglar alarms. 

	Splice 
	Direct connection of metallic conductors or Optical fibers. 

	Split-Lead (Split-Terminated) 
	Terminating separate lead groups from the same equipment to different frames. 

	Spreading 
	Ensuring the placement of equipment in several locations (in the DSX ) line up 

	Station (STA) 
	Denotes transmitting and / or receiving equipment at any location on a customer’s premises. 

	Step-by-Step (SXS) 
	An electromechanical switching system. (discontinued) 

	Strap Cable 
	Tie pair cable (non-inventoried and hardwired) joining the Protector Frame with associated distributing Frames, used to connect the protected connector blocks to the cross-connect facility connecting block. 

	Stub Cable (Tip Cable) 
	Cable between the Cable Entrance Facility (CEF), the Cable Rearrangement Facility (CRF) and the DF connectors on the Protector Frame, Main Distributing Frame, or Subscriber Main Distributing Frame. (Compare to riser cable) 

	Subscriber Digital Distributing Frame (SDDF) 
	A distributing frame that typically cross-connects ORB’s to OSP (compare with HFDF-High Frequency Distributing Frame) 

	Subscriber Line (Loop) 
	A telephone channel from the central office to the subscriber’s telephone, also called loop. 

	Subscriber Loop Carrier (SLC) 
	Pair gain systems for application to the subscriber loop. 

	Subscriber Main Distributing Frame (SMDF) 
	A distributing frame that terminates exchange cable services. 

	Switchboard Cable 
	Cables for interconnecting central office equipment, or for terminating equipment on distributing frames. 

	Switched Maintenance Access System (SMAS) 
	A wire center equipment system that provides for remote test access to circuits via a central controller and in-circuit test points. 

	Switching Entity 
	Designates a specific switching system within a Wire Center (Central Office). Intermediate and large office may contain more than one Switching entity. 

	Switching System 
	An Electromechanical, electronic, or digital system for connecting lines to lines, lines to trunks, or trunks to trunks. 

	T Drawing 
	AT&T Termination Schematics 

	T1 Cross-Connect 
	A cross-connect system for T-1 carrier circuits. Unlike a DSX, a T-carrier cross-connect involves circuits with different signal levels that may have line powering. TCAS is a T-carrier administration system 

	T-Carrier System 
	A digital system that uses time division multiplexing (muxing) to combine channels onto unloaded pairs. T-1 carrier operates at 1.544 Mb/second, T-1C operates at 3.152 Mb/second. 

	Terminal 
	(1) A metallic lug or binding post on apparatus connecting conductors. (2) Equipment at the end of a communication circuit. 

	Terminal Block 
	An apparatus with many terminals that is partially enclosed. (discontinued) 

	Terminal Strip 
	An apparatus with many terminals that is not enclosed. (discontinued) 

	Termination Apparatus 
	Combining term for DF apparatus used to terminate facility/equipment cable on DF’s (i.e., connectors, terminal strips, terminal blocks, connecting blocks) 

	Terminations 
	Conductor connections on a termination apparatus. 

	Test Access Equipment 
	Equipment such as test jacks and SMAS that provide access to a circuit for testing. 

	Test Shoe (Shoe) 
	(1) A plug-in type device which can be clamped to electrified terminals for the purpose of making a temporary test connection. (2) Series test access within a circuit at the DF. 

	Tie Cable, Tie Pairs (TP) 
	Building cable interconnecting two distributing frames or distributing frame regions. Tie cable connections are inventoried in their respective databases, dependant on the equipment they serve. (POTS circuits, including DSL: SWITCH database, Switched and Non-Switched Specials: TIRKS database) 

	Tie Pair Distributing Frame (TPDF) 
	An Intermediate distributing frame that is used to connect lineups in a multi-lineup Subscriber Main Distributing Frame (SMDF), to ensure the entire SMDF complex can provide inter-connect ability. (Any equipment can connect to any facility). Intended for use with Modular SMDF multi-lineup complexes. Other applications are no longer approved. 

	Tip and Ring (T&R) 
	The names of the two conductors associated with a two-wire cable pair 

	Toll Call 
	Any call for a destination outside of the local service area of the calling station. (long distance) 

	Toll Switches 
	Switching Systems that provide telephone service outside the designated local exchange service area. (Intra-Lata or Inter-Lata) 

	Traffic Service Position System (TSPS) 
	A system that provides operator assistance for toll calls (long distance), using stored program control technology (computerized) 

	Transmission 
	The passage of electrical energy from one point to another along a path, or the passage of radio waves through space between transmitting and receiving stations. 

	Trough (Express Trough) 
	A jumper pathway consisting of horizontal space provided above or below a bay / module to allow long jumpers to run horizontally on the frame on Modular DF’s and Single-Sided Low Profile Conventional Distributing Frames. 

	Trough (Vertical) 
	A jumper pathway consisting of vertical space provided between adjacent bays / modules to allow jumpers to run vertically on the frame from one bay / module to another, or from a bay / module to the upper or lower express trough. Vertical troughs exist on Modular DF’s. 

	Trunk 
	A communications channel between two switching systems. 

	Trunk Cable (TCP) 
	Inter-Office Cable between two wire centers intended to connect two switching machines. Switches currently use inter-office cabling at the DS-1 or higher rate, therefore, their associated trunking no longer resides on the Distributing Frame Systems. (Isolated exceptions may exist) 

	Trunk Circuit, or Trunk Equipment (TE) 
	Switching equipment associated with the connection of a trunk to the switching system, sometimes referred to as trunk equipment. 

	Trunk Distributing Frame (TDF) 
	An Intermediate Distributing Frame (IDF) associated with a switching system, used for message trunk load balancing and interoffice signaling compatibility. 

	Trunk Equipment (Trunk Circuit) 
	Switching equipment associated with the connection of a trunk to the switching system, sometimes referred to as trunk equipment. 

	Trunk Integrated Record Keeping System (TIRKS) 
	A Business Information Systems (BIS) program for maintaining data required in the Trunks and Special Services operations dealing with facility and equipment inventory, assignment, scheduling, and planning. 

	Trunk Main Distributing Frame (TMDF) 
	A Distributing Frame that terminates VF (voice frequency) trunk cable but not local exchange cable. 

	Ultimate Capacity 
	The maximum terminations / jumpers that a frame system with finite apparatus / jumper space is expected to carry by design plan for layout, assignment, and operation. 

	Unbridge, Unbridging 
	The removal of a half-tap, or bridged connection 

	Uniform Spread 
	Spreading of each type of equipment and facility uniformly across the length of a frame. 

	Universal Carrier 
	Central Office terminals (COT’s) with frame-terminated channels (compare with Integrated Carrier) 

	U-Type Wire 
	Older DF jumper wire with an outer layer of cotton (thicker than the DT-type slick plastic covered wire that replaced it). 

	Vault 
	A special environment within a central office used to organize outside plant copper and fiber cables before they enter the central office environment. Outside plant sheathed cables may penetrate this space without regard to length. 

	Vent Safe 
	Assurance of gas tube protector over-voltage protection in the event of gas leakage. 

	Vertical Trough 
	A jumper pathway consisting of vertical space provided between adjacent bays / modules to allow jumpers to run vertically on the frame from one bay / module to another, or from a bay / module to the upper or lower express trough. Vertical troughs exist on Modular DF’s. 

	Voice-Frequency Trunk Pair 
	Trunk cable used for a single communication channel (not multiplexed or concentrated) 

	Wire Center (Central Office, or C.O.) 
	A building at which customer loops converge and one or more switching and related equipment systems are located. 

	Wire Center Plan (Comprehensive Plan) 
	The combined collection of fundamental plans from all areas (planning disciplines) for a specific wire center. (aka Comprehensive Plan) 

	Work Order Activity 
	Quantity of work orders generated per unit time. 

	Work Orders 
	Telephone orders to add, remove, or change facilities or equipment for OTC (Operating Telephone Company) convenience. (company initiated work activities) 

	Working Plan 
	A DF fundamental plan specification documented to facilitate implementation engineering and plan monitoring. 

	W-type Wire 
	Older DF jumper wire used on ESS Modular Distributing Frames, replaced by DT-type wire. 

	Y-Splice 
	A direct tap of a pair of wires onto another pair of wires. 

	Zone Spread 
	DF layout of outside plant and line equipment terminations into partitioned zones with approximately equal quantities. 

	Zones 
	DF regions (modules or range of verticals defined for termination layout engineering and / or short jumper assignment administration. 

	Zoning 
	Reserving a certain area for specific equipment 
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